
2019 LEAD EXPOSURE DATA BRIEF
FOR THE SOUTH CENTRAL REGION

Lead poisoning is entirely
preventable. However,
nearly 1 million children
living in the United States
have blood levels high
enough to impair their ability
to think, learn, and
concentrate.

In 2019, 15 children (0 − 72
months old) in the South
Central Region were
identified  with elevatated
blood lead levels of 5 ug/dL
or higher.
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In 2019, 67.7% of one year−old (12−23 month−old) children
residing in the South Central Region were tested for lead in their
blood (905 of an estimated 1,337 children).

In 2019, 62.5% of two year−old (24−35 month−old) children
residing in the South Central Region were tested for lead in their
blood (853 of an estimated 1,364 children).

In 2018, New Hampshire passed a state law requiring providers to conduct blood
lead level tests for all one and two year−old children.

Percent of One−Year−Old Children
Tested for Blood Lead

Percent of Two−Year−Old Children
Tested for Blood Lead
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Childhood Lead Exposure by Town, 2019
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Childhood blood lead test data is from the NH Healthy Homes Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program. Elevated blood lead levels
(EBLL) 5+ ug/dL is defined as a venous or capillary blood test with a result of 5 micrograms per deciliter (ug/dL) or higher. Exact numbers or
percents cannot be reported when there are 1−4 cases due to suppression guidelines to protect privacy.
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Childhood Lead Risk Factors by Town
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Risk factor data is from the American Community Survey (ACS), 5−Year Estimate Data (2014−2018). Percent of renters with children under 6
yo was calculated from housing units with known occupancy status and known age of occupants. Under 6 yo living below federal poverty level
was calculated from the number of children in households with income less than the federal poverty level for whom poverty status was
determined.  Note, percentages for smaller towns may have a large error.
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Childhood Lead Exposure

Number of Children 0 to 72 Months Old with Elevated Blood Lead Levels 5+ ug/dL
by Town (or Census Tract) in the South Central Region, 2015−2019
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